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SYNOPSIS

WILD BLUE THUNDER is a feature
documentary that embeds with the most
competitive and talented pilots in the
United States Air Force as they vie for
one of the few coveted spots at the
nation's elite USAF Test Pilot School.
With high-octane thrills, dramatic
personal stories and a dry “Chuck
Yeager” sense of humor, we will witness
their challenges, sacrifices and triumphs
as they strive to outfly their peers and
prove themselves to the academy's

leaders.
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Every year, 400 of the nation’s top
pilots and engineers compete to be
invited to the US Air Force's most
elite academy: The Test Pilot School
at renowned Edwards Air Force Base
on the edge of the Mojave Desert. It
is arguably the most prestigious and
advanced flight training program in

the world.

And only 24 of them will make the cut.

WILD BLUE THUNDER follows a
cohort of pilots as they compete for a
invite to the institution. This intimate
peek into a dramatic never-before-
seen world showcases some of the
nation's top flyers as they rise to the
demands of the test while attempting
to preserve their sanity and their

sense of humor.



IT BEGINS

The Chief Test Pilot welcomes the
young men and wome
when they were tee ager
saw “Top Gun.” oe th

Chris Hadfield,

Bowie's Space C

One student say
focus on what | w

Academy, become

This dream has likely
our heroes' hearts. Anc
to live that dream at Ed
don't blow it.
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STUDENTS

We were able to interview
a small sample of pilots at
the October 2023
Evaluations, some of
whom were accepted to
the school. These
characters are indicative of
the pilots who apply each
year in terms of their
diversity of backgrounds,
interests, home lives and

personalities.
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Modern Flight Test is no longer just the cowboy flyboys of the Chuck
Yeager years. As Al becomes more and more integrated into planes ar
those systems get smarter, Flight Test Engineers (FTEs), Control Syst
Operators (CSOs or Cizzos) and Remote System Operators (RSO"J
Rizzos) are a critical part of today's USAF Test Pilot School. Man:
engineers have never been in anything other than a commer
but they will be paired with Pilots and required to endure th
maneuvers and speeds in order to get an intimate knowleo
crafts. We plan to interview these candidates as well,
conversations with TPS staff we are confident there will b

storylines emerging from this pool of students.
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THE GHIEF TEST PILOT i

BILL “EVIL” GRAY is the charismatic Chief Test Pilot of the
USAF Test Pilot School. He might tell you how he got the call
sign EVIL, but you'd have to buy him a beer first. And chances
are, after observing him in his element, you might figure it
out. Bill Gray graduated from the Air Force Academy in 1983
and became a test pilot in 1994. Now a civilian, EVIL has led
the school for almost two decades and has no plans of
leaving. With military pay, he's not in it for the money. EVIL is
here because he cant imagine being anywhere else. He loves
his work.

Bill wears his hair long now that he no longer has to sport a
military cut, his wife likes it that way. He splits his time
between Edwards, where he sleeps in his small office crowded
amongst flight instruction manuals, awards and dense
engineering texts during the week, avoiding a long commute
to Santa Monica. His weekends are spent there with his
equally impressive wife - a world away from the Mojave Desert
- against the more cosmopolitan, civilized backdrop of a
wealthy beach community. And EVIL is at home in both

worlds.
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B‘r‘l','lya‘n ,'busy and blunt with an excellent sense for
comedic timing, EVIL doesn’t mince words, and warns
candidates that there’s no such thing as work-life
balance at TPS. And if the candidates aren't
intimidated by his warnings, they will be by the
impending flight test.

Under EVILs leadership, the selection process has
become even more competitive and demanding. As a
pilot, not just skills will be tested in the air, but also
guts. The current curriculum has been carefully curated
under his tenured leadership and is designed to flush
out candidates who aren’t yet up to the challenge.

Around the school, he is respected, beloved and a
little feared. His authority at Test Pilot School is
unequivocal. That is, of course, as long as the current
enlisted commandant’s goals are aligned with his.
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THE GCOMIMANDANT

The Commandant is one of several enlisted roles at the school
and thus they and their Vice Commandant continuously cycle out
every two years or so, ever at the mercy of the military’s
assignment. The list of past commandants is impressive: Chuck
Yeager, Buzz Aldrin and Jimmy Doolittle are legendary in both
USAF and popular lore.

COL. MARYANN 'YETI' KARLEN has just been appointed to be
the next Commandant at Test Pilot School. Col. Karlen will be the
second woman to hold this command in the school's eighty year
history. With a curriculum that must recalibrate every year to
account for a rapidly evolving military landscape, she will have her
work cut out for her. She is also a mother to two children under
the ages of three, and balancing her career with her family will be
an interesting storyline.

But YETI will only hold this post for a year or two, leaving EVIL to
brace for yet another changing of the guard and navigating yet
another strong, capable leader who may or may not share his
vision for TPS. The meek don't rise to commandant, so this
revolving character will present an interesting dynamic season to
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Civilian and enlisted instructe

TPS grads themselves, will roﬁ,
BLUE THUNDER. The instructors are c
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big personalities and will make excellem,,g ng
characters. They understand the ins and outsadﬂ the
school, the stakes, and - having been through th’_.eE
program themselves - are great mentors to the students

s

currently battling their way through the curriculum.

Guest appearances also occur when former graduates
appear for an impromptu flight. These men and womén

~ include test pilots who are currently working for Virgin

_alactic, NASA, and other companies

the edge of next generation of flight.
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There is always an edge, a place where
“a wing and a prayer” holds operational
truth. Most of us avoid this edge with
every bit of planning we have. But then
there are those other guys, those guys

) "".',.-_Who tly the crazy tlights.

hey test the edge so the rest of us
;»_'v_; vhere it is.
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All of the United States’ first generation
of fighter jets were subjected to testing
at Edwards Air Force Base. Chuck
Yeager set a new speed record for an
aircraft in 1947, by flying faster than
sound. It was here where we watched
the first landing of the Space Shuttle.

The Air Force Test Pilot School was
established in 1944, and is regarded as
the center of the aerospace testing
universe. The training is rigorous and
relentless, but if you can make it
without washing out, not even the sky is
the limit. NASA has trained 101 Test
Pilot School graduates into astronauts
since its inception in 1961. And a new
generation of engineers, pilots and
astronauts are literally redefining space
travel with missions for NASA, SpaceX,
Virgin Galactic and Boom.
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HARD DRIVEN

The portrayal of Flight Test Schools in HoIIwa:-,
and glamorous. They got a few things right. "

form are tight and long lasting. The candidz
the crop. Top physical form. Wicked sma

“Some of the smartest, most «
disciplined people I've enc

generally fun to be aro

But Test Pilot

driving sou

unpacks

16



.... .|—.|_u
——
OO
A
TR (O]
L
o ©
& |
o < ul
., m!.,. ¢ e A
o y ,: .:,S~
| \ il P =
] * ( NQ
e

red a test

tells us

> 4
==

e

|

eralles
Its

-.._ really bad.

xy
e
s of &

7
gﬁ'dles/
ﬁerous.
push the-

oF
”~
e

¥






S e o

&

k]

WILD BLUE THUNDER

In order to achieve their dream, our candidates will have incredible
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We meet our candidates at their current
bases, where they are the cream of the
crop. We see them IN FLIGHT and get a
sense of their area of expertise. We also
get a taste of their personalities outside of
the cockpit. What do they like to do when
they are not flying? What are their romantic

entanglements or familial responsibilities?
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They arrive at Edwards, excited and a little terrified to
be at the cusp of their dream. There they encounter
one of the films’ main heroes, Chief Test Pilot BILL
“EVIL" GRAY who reminds them that washing out of

Test Pilot School will effectively end their careers.

Are they still up to the challenge?

After the evaluationflights, we will be with the
instructors while they are deliberating. Which

candidates are out? And which ones have the right
stuff?



n

~

-

.

.







TIIELINE




WILD BLUE THUNDER

P

SPE

-0U
JER

r

- MBER

DRIVEN PRO

CLUB IS AN EDITORIAL

JUCTION COMPANY THAT

CIALIZES IN DOCUMENTARIES —
FROM FEATURE FILMS TO DIGITAL
SHORTS & DOCU-SERIES.
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JIM
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SUCH AS TH
MURDER AM
WHIRLYBIRD, BOYS STATE AND
& ANDY.

NDED BY PRODUCER/EDITORS
MY COON (NAPOLEON DYNAMITE)

POLTERMANN (AMERICAN

, OUR WORK INCLUDES

JOCUMENTARY PROJECTS
- LAST MOVIE STARS..

ONG THE MORMONS,




A,:_ 41"

|\ ,ﬁ.ci..,fdl;,_. ~
‘ ¢.. ,,,,/ W ‘,u i _ﬁﬁ.

1YY

SS:E: AL

M1 M = A Bt
‘ w ;~, _5 éa { é:% I ey Ty
W A UIm

Q«.

\ﬂ.w‘ oy .‘ ~ )
..m‘«44*;peﬁmﬂaJN...J .v4e__«_. r,_ ﬂz 'l xxx“\\\. | ‘_-I:




